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PREFACE, 



The following Lecture was delivered to many thousand children 
and youth, in various parts of the Kingdom. It was considered to 
have created an interest in Missionary operations, and there was 
reason to hope that some who heard it were, through Divine grace, 
brought to feel that while engaged in sending the Gospel to the 
heathen they were, as they did not love the Lord Jesus Christ, only 
heathens themselves, and to seek an interest in his love. It has 
been thought that the publication may be useful, and the Author 
has complied with the suggestion of those in whose judgment he 
confides. He has found it impossibl^d' to bring all which it was 
desirable to say, and which it was desirable that young persons 
should have an opportunity of reading,, t^itiiin such a compass, that 
it could be read in the time usually devoted -to a Lecture to children, 
and youth, and he would suggest that when thus delivered, omissions 
should be made at the discretion of the speaker, in which he will 
be guided by the nature of his auditory. 

The profits, if any, will be devoted to the Schools connected with 
the Baptist Missionary Society. 
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charged the people, " Take ye, therefore, good heed unto youreelves 
lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seeet the 
sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, thou 
shoidilat be drawn to worship them," There are many passages of 
Seripture expressing the displeasure of Ood; and nearly ekiht 
hundred years after the command delivered bv Moses, good kmg 
Josiab, finding that idolatry was practised, aol that there were in 
the temple of the Lord, horses and chariots consecrated to the sun, 
removed the horses and burnt the chariots. Some writCTs are of 
opinion that the moon was worshipped still more extensively than 
the sun, i articularly by the Jews ; and there appears to be no doubt 
that human saorificee were offered to both of them in some countries. 
The Jews used to describe the sun and the moon as the king and 
queen of heaven, and the stars as their army, thus forsaking the 
true God, who had so greatly distinguished them by his mercies. 
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In the course of time, idolatry was extended to other objects 
besides the heavenly bodies. Some of their gods probably were 
great warriors, who had led them on to viotoir; or kings, who had 
reigned over them, to whom they continued to pray after their 
death, vainly supposing; that they had still the power o" ----'= 



them, and some were, most probably, the creatures of their own 
imagination. 

There are some very striking representations of the false gods 
of the heathen in the Old Testament, with which you are, no doubt, 
acquainted. The children of Israel were told, that the heathen 
sacrificed to devils not to gods ; and there is a reference in a book, 
with which, probably, you are not acquainted, I mean the Apo- 
crypha, in the Wisdom of Solomon, the 13th chapter, to the heathen 
worshipping fire, or the wind, or the lights of heaven, and to their 
taking tiie refuse of a log of wood, carving it diligently, fashioning 
it to the image of a man, or of some wild beast, and laying it over 
with Vermillion (and with paint, calling it red.) These red idols, 
Harmer, in his Observations (vol. 4, p. 160) states, were intended 
to represent great warriors who had been deified, or considered as 
gods, on account of their success in vrar. 

They made images and put them up in their houses or their 
temples, and prayed to those images as if they had been alive and 
had the power of hearing their prayer and assisting them. Some 
were in the form of an ox, others of a calf, others of reptiles, cats and 
dogs, and apes, and others partly man and partly beast, giving the 
strongest proof of that which is stated by tiie apostle, that '* their 
foolish heart was darkened,*' 

I have said that idolatry became very general. You have read 
about Abraham ; and, probably, some of you are calling to mind 
that he is described as the father of the faithful : but Abraham's 
father was an idolater, and he himself was an idolater ; and God 
called him, as the sacred historian informs us, to leave his &ther*8 
house, and to go forth into another country, and there to erect an 
altar to the true God : and Abraham obeyed. 

There is a tradition among the Jews, that the &ther of Abraham 
made idols for sale, and that Abraham assisted him ; but that, one 
day when his &ther was absent on a journey, a man called, and in 
conversation, asked Abraham how old he was ; Abraham replied, 
fifty. " Why," said the man, " how foolish you are, that at the 
age of fifty, you are worshipping a god whom you made only 
yesterday." Abraham, it is said, was confounded with this obser- 
vation ; and the more he thought upon it, the more he felt the folly 
of his conduct, and in consequence of this, took up a weapon, and 
broke in pieces all the images, except the largest, into the hand of 
which he put the weapon, and before which he placed an offering 
which a worshipper had presented On the return of his fether, 
Terah, it is said he expressed his consternation at the havoc he 
witnessed ; and enquiring how it had happened, his son ironically 
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told him that the gods had had a quarrel which should eat the 
offering, and that the great god had broken all the rest, but that even, 
when he had done so, the offering remained imconsumed, for he 
eould not eat it. Very soon after this, as the tradition goes, he left 
his father's house, and went into another coimtry, pointed out to 
him by God, and set up His worship, and commanded his children 
after him to worship only Him. 

The Jews, as you are aware, were the descendants of Abraham. 
While they were in Egypt they saw idolatry of the grossest kind 
among the Egyptians. The accounts which are given by ancient 
historians of Iheir idolatry are very painful. Ham, one of the sons 
of Noah, was the founder of the Eg3^tian monarchy, and he was 
worshipped under the name of Jupiter Ammon. But not only this, 
they idolized every form of creeping things and abominable beast. 

When the children of Israel left Egypt, Moses, by command of 
God, charged them not to practise the abominations of the Egyptians 
and worship their idols. This word, idols, is, in the margin of our 
Bibles (Deut. xxix. 17) translated "dungy gods," words which 
strikingly represent that of which the engraving opposite is a repre- 
sentation, — " the Sacred Beetle of Egypt." Yes ; even the beetle was 
one of the creeping things which was worshipped by the Egyptians. 
Along with the bodies embalmed in Egypt there are frequently found 
various idols and representations of their gods, and this engraving 
affords a striking illustration of this degrading and impious worship. 
It is copied from a stone now in the British Museum, the figure 
of the beetle, called " There," in the centre, with two of the false 
goddesses of Egypt, " Isis" and " Nithys," on the sides. 

But the worship of the Egyptians was not confined to any one, 
or even a few descriptions of beasts or creeping things. Dio- 
dorus Siculus relates, that a Roman soldier serving in Egypt, 
having killed a cat, was immediately sacrificed to the indignation 
of the people, notwithstanding his officers endeavoured to save him ; 
and that when a famine prevailed in that country, to a degree which 
drove the people to the eating of himian flesh, none of them would 
eat any of the nimierous animals which were idolized. 

Historians record too, that Cambyses, the Emperor of Persia, 
when attacking a city, was beaten back by the arrows of those on 
the walls ; in consequence of which, he presented in front of his 
army a number of dogs and cats and other animals, upon which the 
people ceased to shoot their arrows lest they should injure their gods. 
^y this stratagem, Cambyses advanced and took the city. 

How sad it is to see that the descendants of Abraham, notwith- 
standing their peculiar obligations to God, and notwithstanding the 




WBTnings they bad received, fell, through the evil of their hearts, 
into the idolatrf of the Egyptians. There is a very affecting instance 
of this in their journey to Canaan while Moses wa.B gone up to Mount 
Sinai to receive the tables of the law ; they worshipped a golden 
calf, sayins, " These be thy gods, Israel, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Ezypt ; and circumatanoes of the same kind occur 
in other parts of their history. 

Some of you will probably remember, that ailar they were settled 
in the land of Canaan, the Ark of God was taken by the Philistines, 
and was placed in the temple of their idol, Dagon, and surely the 
people of that place, as well as the Israehtes, had a sufficient proof 
of the Tanity of idolatry and the utter helplessness of their gods, 
when, on goii^ into the temple the next morning they found Dagoa 
lying prostrate before the Ark. This D^oa appears to have been B 
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£giire, the upper part of which was like that of a female, and the 
tower part that of a fish. 

There were among the nations in former times and Hiere still are, 
imaginary Giods, to whom they attributed not Tirtuea but in some 
instances vices, which vices they themselves practised in honor of 
their gotis.— liiat is to say, ibey were very wicked, and they liked 
to have such gods as an excuse for their wickedness. There was the 
god of war, and the god of thieving, and to some they attributed 
vices too shocking to be named. Some of these gods were supposed 
to be pleased with human sacrifices and fond of human blood ; and 
we read in the Scriptures of such gods bemg introduced among the 
Jews, and of parents who were so hard-hearted as to " make their 
children pass trough the fire to Moloch," or, according to the terms 
used in other parts of Scripture, "to bum their children in the fire 
to Moloch;" the children are spoken of as "slain," and the royal 
psalmist says, " they sacrificed their sons and their daughters to 
devils." It is probable that in some instances, the children were 
only made to pass through or over a large fire, in which, however, 
there must be some dan^r, but there is reason to fear, that gene- 
rally speaking, the worshippers of Moloch sacrificed their children, 
in lact, murdered them, m honor of this &lse god. The learned 
Calmet who expresses this opinion, says, " the Rabins assure us that 
fihe idol Moloch was an ima^e of brass, sitting on a throne of the 
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same metal, adorned with a royal crown, having the head of a calf, 
and his arms extended as if to receive some one. When they offered 
children to him, they heated the statue within by a great fire, and 
when it was burning hot, they put the miserable victim within his 
arms, where it was soon consumed by the violence of the heat ; and 
that the cries of the children might not be heard, they made a great 
noise with drums and other instruments about the idol/' We may 
well say that idolatry is a system of cruelty, of fear and not of love ; 
it always has been so, and will be as long as it lasts. 

Owing to the depraved state of men's hearts, and their forsaking 
God, idolatry spread throughout the world, and even among the 
Jews you frequently find, that owing to the evil of their hearts they 
turned aside from God, and God punished them for this, and permit- 
ted their enemies to reduce them to a state of slavery. During the 
reign of David, the people continued to worship the true God, but 
there were afterwards some wicked kings who worshipped idols, and 
endeavored to destroy the prophets of the Lord who reproved them 
for their sins ; there were, however, always some who worshipped God, 
though they were obliged often to do it secretly, and God manifested 
his approval of their conduct. 

In the 18th chapter of the 1st book of Kings, there is a very 
interesting account of circumstances of this kind ; when the prophet 
Elijah called upon the people to decide whom they would serve, 
whether God or Baal ; and m order to this, to ascertain which was 
the true God, an altar was built to God, and another altar to Baal. 
The priests of Baal having laid their buUock upon the altar, called 
upon their false god from morning till evening, to cause fire to con- 
sume the offering they presented, and Elijah, who stood alone, while 
there were 450 priests of Baal, appears to have ridiculed them very 
much, telling them to cry again and cry again, for that perhaps 
their god was on a journey, or perhaps he was sleeping and must be 
awakened; but they cried in vain, as Elijah knew they would. 
But when Elijah put his sacrifice upon the altar of the Lord, and 
poured water over it, and filled the trenches round about with water, 
he called on God, " Let it be known this day that thou art God in 
Israel,'* and immediately the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench. The people were at once convinced 
that the Lord was God, and they rose and slew the prophets of Baal. 
One should have thought that after such a signal display of the ap- 
proval of God, the people would have put away their idols ; but their 
hearts were depraved, and they continually returned to their most 
degrading idolatry, and at last God was very much displeased with 
them, and sent them into captivity, or slavery, for seventy years in 
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Babylon, where idolatry was carried to the greatest pitch, and where 
they saw its evils as they had never seen them before. 

From that time we never read of their worshipping Mse gods 
any more. God having given them his sacred word, it was much 
more sinful in them to worship idols, than it was even for the other 
nations of the earth. 

Those of you, who are acquainted with your Bibles, wiU recollect 
a very interesting account in the 3rd chapter of Daniel, of an 
attempt made by the king of Babylon, to induce some of the Jews 
to worship a great image of gold which he had set up ; but they 
would not, though he threatened to throw them into a fiery furnace, 
and at length did so ; and though the furnace was heat^ so hot, 
that it killed the persons who put them in, yet they walked about 
in the midst of the fire without being hurt. Thus God shewed his 
approbation of their conduct, and at the same time, his power to 
deliver, which one should have thought, had been sufficient to in- 
duce those idolaters to desist from such practices. I hope that every 
dear child present can tell me the names of those good yoxmg men. 

I have stated that idolatry prevailed throughout the world; 
perhaps you are not aware that in former times our own country 
was given up to idolatry. Those who lived in this country in the 
earliest times of which we have any account, were nothing better 
than naked savages ; the historians state that the use of clothes 
was scarcely known in the island, that it was only on the southern 
coast that the people covered themselves with a sheepskin, to avoid 
giving offence to the strangers from other coimtries who trafficked 
with them : they were in fact very much like what the inhabitants 
of the South Sea Islands were some years ago, when Missionaries 
first visited them ; they used to make incisions in their flesh, in the 
forms of birds or flowers, and to colour them with a liquid similar to 
the process of tattooing ; but what was more sad, they were like 
those heathens, and their priests who were called Druids, were as 
cruel as the priests^ of Moloch in former years, and their practices 
were very much alike : they taught the people that all masters of 
families had power of life and death over their wives, children, and 
slaves ; that the soul after death goes into other bodies ; that on 
extraordinary emergencies a man must be sacrificed : that prisoners 
of war should be slain upon the altar, or burnt alive in wicker, in 
honor of the gods ; that there is another world, and that those who 
lulled themselves to accompany their friends thither, would live 
with them for ever. Wherever we look, we shall find that idolatry 
is the same cruel system. These priests used to shut up a great 
many children in hollow figures of idols made of wicker-work and 
straw, and other materials of that kind, and then set fire to the. 
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the false gods, 
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apostle Paul visit- 
ed Britain but of 
that there is at 
all events great 
doubt. Christi- 
anity havii^ been 
introduced, con- 
tinued to diduse 
its saving light from one tribe to another, until all were in some 
degree enlightened ; and there is no doubt there were, in those early 
days, many who believed in the true God, and many churches were 
forioed after the gospel order, consisting of the people with their 
bishops or pastors and their deacons, public worship being conducted 
amon^ the primitive Christians evidently with great simplicil^. 
Tertulian describing die mode of worship among uie Christians, m 
the second century, says, " In our public assemblies the Scriptures 
are read, and ps^ois are sung, sermons are preached, prayers are 
presented, laymen sometimes preaching, for whenever any were 
found fit among the brethren, the bishops asked them to preach imto 
the people." It appears that they had no writtea form of prayer. 
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but that liturgies began to be used after the time of Constantine^ 
when many entered the ministry who were incompetent to preach. 

During the time of which I have been speaking, the Romans had 
invaded our country, and they had brought wid^ them their fiilse 
gods, but they do not appear to have been much worshipped. 
Christianity still made progress, and many places of worship were 
erected. About the year 300, when Dioclesian reigned in Ronie» 
the Christians in Britain were persecuted, and many were put to 
death; but shortly after, Constantino publicly professing Chris-> 
tianity, shewed favour to those who were Christians ; and the pro- 
fession of Christianity becoming the road to preferment, many who 
were not pious, assumed the profession ; and from this time there 
was much shew and pomp m public worship; many ceremonies 
before unknown were introduced, and even some of the pagan rites 
and practices, with very little alteration ; magnificent churches were 
built, and adorned with the pictures of saints and martyrs in imita- 
tion of the heathen temples, and the worship was hardly to be dis- 
tinguished in its outward appearance from that of their heathen 
neighbours. 

Thus things went on until the year 449, when the Eoman army 
having been withdrawn from Britain, its rulers applied to the 
Saxons to come over and assist in defending them from the Picts 
and Scots, and some of them having come, and found the country 
more pleasant than their own, others were invited, and they soon 
made themselves masters of the country. The Saxons were Pagans, 
and they brought with them their false gods, and required the 
people to worship them, and persecuted the Christians, putting to 
death many who rei^ised, and others were driven, some into Wales, 
others into Cornwall, and others to a part of France, which in 
consequence, has ever since been called Britany. Thus Pagamsm 
became again established in the land, and they have left us a re- 
membrance of their idolatry even in the days of the week, which 
were named after their Gods, Sunday from the idol of the Sun; 
Monday from that of the Moon ; Tuesdbsiy from Tuisco, to whom they 
paid especial worship ; Wednesday from Woden, the God of War ; 
Thursday from Thor, or the murderer ; Friday from Friga ; and Satur- 
day from Seater. Two of these I hare selected just as a specimen. 

The first is the idol of the Sun, to whom sacrifices were offered, 
and there is reason to believe, that in the ages previous to that at 
which the Saxons came over to Britain, some of these had been 
human sacrifices. In the words of an old writer, giving an account 
of this idol, ^' He is set upon a pillar, his face as it were brightened 
with gleams of fire, and holding with both his arms stretched out, 
a burning wheel upon his breast, the whole being intended to signify 
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the course which he asaumeth about the world, and the fiery gleams, 
and brightness of light and heat, wherewith he warmeth and com- 
forteth the things that live and grow."- 

The other iBThor.or 
the Thunderer, after 
whomoneofthedays 
of the week is named 
Thors-day. He ia in 
fact the Jupter or 
Jove of the EomanB 
and under the same 
representation of the 
Thunderer we find 
him worsh pped m 
many other coun 
tr es The Saxons 
beheved that he 
re gned over all the 
oer al egione which 
composed an un 
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sistmg of S40 halls 
and that as he pleaa 
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thunders and point 
ed the hghtn ng and 
directed winds and 
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It 13 pleasing to learn that 
ganiam prevailed over the greater part of the country, there w 
m the districts to which the Christiana had retired, many really 
devoted to God : still Chriatianity was then but imperfectly under- 
stood, the Scriptures were scarcely known to the mass of those who 
professed the name of Cihrist, and there is reason to fear that even 
in that early period there was much of the spirit of popery. 

In the year 597, Pope Gregory sent Augustine to convert the 
nation to what waa termed Christianity, but he brought vrith him a 
corrupted Christianity ; for the Boman Catholics, in order to induce 
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the inhabitants of tbe cooutry to receive tbem, retained many 
heathen customs, only changing their names'; for instance, the 
feaats and wakes which had been held in honor of heathen deities 
were continued with all their immoralities, but were to be considered 
as in honor of the Virgin Mary or some of the soinla, and wherever 
the Roman Catholics introduced their eyatem, instead of sweeping 
away the idolatrous customs which they found, they sanctioned them 
and engrafted their ceremonies upon them. The Pope himself took 
the place of the eoyereign priest of the pagans in Rome ; the mass 
waa substituted for a sacrifice of the heatiien very similar in its cha- 
racter ; the Ughtcd tapers upon the heathen altar and the incense 
were continued ; the prayers for the dead, to release their souls from 
pui^tory, were adopted &om the heathen ; and so the processions 
and the invocation of saints have only taken the place of the invoca- 
tion of the heathen gods, the heathen deifying p^ticular individuals 
from time to time, and the Roman Catholics canonizing saints, whom 
they pray to as their intercessors ; the very temples dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary and particular saints, having been built in honomr 
of Jupiter and Venus and Mars, and other heathen gods and 
goddesses ; the use of beads to count their prayers ; the use of 
images, some of the very idols having been merely called by new 
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names ; the use of holy water, sprinkled not only on the people, but 
on particular days on the cattle also ; and not to lengthen the recital, 
which might easily be done, as the pagan priests on the first intro- 
duction of Christianity, wherever it was in their power, took away 
the Scriptures from the people and burnt them, so they have been 
imitated in this by the Eoman Catholics, who have forbidden to the 
common people the reading of the Scriptures, have burnt many 
copies to prevent the people having them, and have even burnt those 
who read them, and who took means to put others into possession of 
them. Oh, what a mercy it is that we do not live in such times 
as those in which paganism prevailed in our land, or in which 
Christianity was mixed with heathenism ; that God has been gra- 
ciously pleased to give us His holy word in our own language, and 
that we are delivered from those superstitions which formerly 
prevailed. 

But though that is the case now in this country, there ore many 
countries in which idolatry still prevails. There are many countries 
of which the people of this country, in former times, knew very 
little; but now they are visited by means of ships, and strange 
things are told by travellers of the people of many of those countries. 
The manner in which they live is, in many respects, different from 
ours ; so that if a child were to go from this country he would be 
quite surprised at what he would see. But the difference which is 
most important between them and us is, that all the people in 
particular coimtries are idolaters, and worship images of wood and 
stone. 

Now those who possess the Bible, and who feel its value, have 
felt that they ought not to keep it to themselves. If we know that 
those who are enemies to God are in danger of perishing, that they 
are the slaves of Satan, and led captive by him at his will; that 
they are not happy, even now, as we know that the heathen are not, 
for that they have a sense of sin, which induces them to make con- 
siderable sacrifices and undergo great pain to obtain peace, but 
which they never do obtain while they remain strangers to God ; 
and if we know by experience that the love of Jesus Christ makes 
us happy, we shall desire that they should no longer remain enemies 
to God, deceiving their own souls, but that they should experience 
his love. If any one of you knew something which you felt to be 
interesting to another ; if you knew that there was some benefit 
intended for a particular individual, or the children of any particular 
school, I am sure you would run and tell them, and you would feel 
a pleasure when you saw them enjoying it. 

Suppose that m going home to-night, you saw a house on fire ; 
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the flames just begiiming to burst out, and you were aware that 
there were people iq it who were asleep ; you would not go home 
and go to bed ! Oh no ! you could not sleep while you had suffered 
them to be burnt in their beds, when you might have prevented it. 
You would run and call under the windows, and knock, and make 
such a noise as you had never made in your life before, sooner than 
let them be burnt; and when you saw them all out, how vrould 
your hearts rejoice in having been the means of saving them from 
destruction. Now this is very right ; it is just what every good 
child would do. He never could be happy so long as he lived if he 
had omitted to do so, and evil came upon them in consequence. 

Or, suppose that in the village in which you live a disease "wss 
raging, which would be fatal unless it was removed ; that you had 
been affected by it, and brought near the gates of death ; and that 
your &ther and mother had been a^ected by it ; and that you had 
been directed to a physician at some neighbouring town, who had 
cured you, made you quite soxmd, and told you that if you knew 
any one affected with the same disease, you had only to send them 
to him and he would cure them without money and without price ; 
that it was a pleasure to him to cure all who came, and you knew 
that he never failed. Suppose, when you rose in the morning, you 
found your next neighbour or your school-fellow very ill, and at a 
little distance ftirther off, another neighbour very ill ; what would 
you do ? Would you go to work, or go to school, and say, I am 
sorry for them, but it is not for me to interfere ? No ; you would 
go and tell them of this kind physician. You would entreat them^ 
as they valued their lives, to go to him; and you would not be 
satisfieid till you had seen them on their way, and then you would be 
happy in knowing that you had been the means of saving them from 
death. Now this is just what we are doing in a more important 
sense. These persons, if they died, might go to heaven ; but we 
have to do with those who are dying of the disease of sin, and who 
when they die will be eternally lost. 

As we have become acquainted with the people of other countries 
we have found that they were worshipping idols, the works of their 
own hands, and were entirely ignorant of the true God, and that 
thus they were pursuing the way to eternal destruction ; and societies 
have been formed for sending missionaries to different countries, 
where they do not possess the knowledge of the true God. Some 
have been sent to the East Indies, and others to the West ; some 
to Africa, and others to the South Sea Islands, to Greenland, and 
to China. 
V Some of the missionaries whom I know have gone to Calcutta,a 



IS 

large place in tlie East Indiea up tiie river Hockley. The people of 
that country wotsHp a great number of idola. Some they consider 
aa greater than others ; but they tell you that there are three hundred 
and thirty millions of goda, and they make great huge figures of 
etooe ana of wood to repre§ent them, not that they have ever eeen 
the gods and goddesses as they call them ; they are supposed to 
Lave lived some thousands of years ago, but, in fact, it is all inven- 
tion and imagination. 

Among these there is one called Juggernaut. There are temples 
erected to Jugger- 
naut in different 
parts of India; and 
many of her vta- 
ehippers come,3ome 
from a very great 
distance, two ot 
three times in the 
year ; by the time 
they all meet to- 
geuier there are 
hundreds of thou- 
sands. The idol is 
an ugly wooden 
figure, with a black 
face, and large red 
mouth. On these 
occasions, the idol 
is drawn in a heavy 
car from one temple 
to another. The 
priests teU the peo- 

Eh that he Ukes 
uman sacrifices ; 
they say he smiles 
when blood is of- 
fered to him, BO, as Jnggenuut. 

the car advances, some persons to please him, and to obtain the 
pardon of their sins, throw themselves in front of the wheels of 
the car while it is being drawn along, and are crushed to death. 
This, I have said, is to obtain the pardon of their sins, fbr like 
the ancient idolaters, they are aware that they are sinners, and 
they are very unhappy iu consequence ; and some of them go to 
a great expence in pilgrimages and offerings to the false gods. 




in order to Batisfy their consciences; bot Hie; remain as much 
sinners aa ever, and as tar from happiness; and dying, as they 
do strangers to Ood, they have no goi>d hope of eternal life. I 
have said they remain as much sinners aa ever; in general tiiey 
become more so, in consequence of their idolatrous practices, for 
lliey are impure and corrupting, and the people become 'worse in 
imitation of their gods ; and that which was once expreesed by a 
Hindoo, when he was reproved for his wickedness, is felt by all, 
" I may do as the gods do ; the^ sin, and so may I." 

There are eome little im^ee intended to represent Juggernaut as 
well as those large tigares of which I have been speaking ; some 
ofthese have been brought to this country, and at page 19 you have a 
representatian of one which certainly does not appear niuch cal- 
culated to inspire devotion. 
Another is Bam, or Ramu. He has been worshipped for above 
2,000 years as a 
god, and they tell 
strange stories a- 
boQt him ; that he 
engaged in a war 
with some gianta, 
and that he could 
not succeed until 
he got some mon- 
keys to come and 
assist him, and that 
wanting to get over 
an arm of the sea, 
the monkeys tors 
up a great rock 
several miles long, 
and threw it into 
the sea and ttms 
made a bridge and 
vanquished them. 
Among tlie stories 
which they invent- 
ed, was one, that 
liam, after he had 
conquered the gi- 
ants, became very 
great, and that he 
was four hundred 
niileshigh. I men- 
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tion tiiis in oidei to shew you the importance of suliools giving to tker 
jonng the means of detecting these impostures. There was a boy 
m one of the schools in Ceylon, who found out that this was dearly 
impossible in the nature of things ; and one morning, going to his 
gooio or teacher, with his book under hia arm, he said, "Goroo, 
did younotteUme that Itom was four hundred miles high?" "Yes," 
8Eud the goroo, "and so he was." "Now," said the boy, "that 
cannot be true, for the island of Ceylon is only three hundred miles 
long." "Oh,"said the goroo, "that must be a mistake." "Oh 
no," said the boy, " it is no mistake, bete is my geography hook, 
and here it is — ' Ceylon, three hundred miles long, from forty to one 
hundred miles brcMuL' — Now, Mr. Goroo, how do you get out of 
that ?" Mr. Goroo was puzzled for some time, but at last he said, 
" Oh, I recollect how it is — they made a hole at one end of the 
island one hundred 
miles deep, for him 
to puthis legs into." 
"No, no," said the 
hoj, " that is an in- 
vention of yours, 
and it is clear that 
it is all invention, 
and having dis- 
covered this, I have 
done with you and 
all your felse goda , " 
and he put himself 
from that time un- 
der the instructions 
ofthemissIonarieB. 
These stories are so 
ridiculous that even 
children in this 
country cannot hear 
them without smil- 
ing, and yet grown 
people and priests 
are so deluded that 
they beliere them 
all, notvrithstand- 
ing th^'e is hardly 
any species of wick- 
emess of which he 




11 not nid b^ his own vorBhippen to have been guiU? while on 
eartli, consmnmatuig the whole hf suicide ; such is their own 
account of most of ^ir gods, ana yet notwithstanding all this, 
when persooB are dying they think it will ensure their safety if they 
are only able to keep ciying " Ham ! Ram I Bam !" How shocking 
to think that any ahould die trusting in this name instead of tiiat 
name which is above every name, the name of Jesus Christ ! 

The lepreeentation at page SI, of an idol with the &ce of a 
monkey, is Hvnoomain. They tell us that he was the leader of the 
monkeys which assisted Bamu, and performed most wonderfiil ex- 
ploits, that at one time he leaped 500 miles at one leap. He is 
■worshipped throughout India. "What a degraded idea muat these 
people have of God, to make such a representation of him as that 
which is here given, and some of the idols representing him are 
altogether in the form of a monkey. 

Not many years ago a Rajah, a great landed proprietor in India, 
spent no less than £10,000, 
on the marriage of two 
monkeys, in honor of his 
god Hunoomain. 

Another is the goddess 
Kalet, she is the goddess of 
thieving and bloodshed,and 
it is common for murderers 
before they set out on an 
expedition to rob a house 
and murder its inhabitants, 
first to worship Ealee, and 
seek her protection and 
assistance , and this is 
always accompanied with 
some sacrifice to her. She 
IB considered as pleased 
with blood It is said that 
the blood of a tiger pleases 
the goddess 100 years, and 
the blood of a man 1,000 
years , and directions are 
given m the writings they 
call sacred on the suljeet, 
and for the manner in 
which hnmanvictims should 
be sacrificed to her. 

TbaOoddeM KilM. 




This is a picture of Gimeih, the story they tell about him is like 
£he rest, such as would not 
impose on even children 
in this country. They 
say that Suttree came one 
day to call on Farbole, the 
mother of Ouuesh, that 
Parbole wished' him. to 
look on her eon, but he 
said. Oh no! if I do my 
look will destroy him. 
However, she persisted, 
and he looked on the child, 
and in consequence of this, 
his head was immediately 
reduced to ashes. She was 
in great trouble, but Sut- 
tree told her to go out, 
and take the head of the 
first living thing she met. 
'llie first thing they met 
wtiB an elephant, and the 
story goes, that they cut 
ofi Ms heed and fixed it 
on the boy's neck in the 
place of his own, and that 
he lived, and became a god. 

The following engraving 
represents Krishnu, who is 
represented by his wor- 
shippers as having been 
guilty of the most awfiil 
crunes, as liavmg during 

his whole life, been engaged in a continued course of impurity and 
bloodshed, and at last ended it in destroying all his desccndaQts, 
who it is stated were numerous. How awfully depraved must be 
tho minds of those who worship him, and strive to imitate his 
oonduct so fer as they can, vidthout endangering their persons, 
and who it is stated, comprehend six-tfinths of the whole Hindoo 
popi^atioQ. Mr. Ward, who states this in his history of the 
religion, &c., of the Hindoos, remarks, that it is very possible, 
that if a real Hindoo history conld be discovered, many of these acts 
■tt™.M i^R,.,„j J- J ■_ .i_ V,. . a Hindoo king of this name. 




' would be found recorded in the li 



which have been embd- 
lished by the Asiatic poets, 
till they have elevated the 
hero into a god 

I could give you an ac 
count of other of these 
ialBC gods but those I 
have enumerated are euf 
ficieut to ahofv that the 
characters ascribed to them, 
even by their worshippers, 
are those of cmelty fintud, 
and impunty and their 
worship IS of a nature such 
as Icannot describe further 
than by saymg that it must 
have the most debasing and 
comiptmg influence on all 
who engage in it; it is just 
such as the enemy of souls 
would suggest to the de- 
praved inhabitants of a 
guilty world, who were 
most completely under his 
influence. 

You would hardly think 
that a stone is also con- 
sidered as a god, it is in 
s^^"*""^ feet only a stone with a 

bole in it, which was made by insects when the stone was 
soil ; it is called ihe Skalgramu. Some of these stones have been 
sold in the East Indies for 20O0 rupees, or £200, and some 
fiitnilies have 100 or 200 of them, in a room kept for ijiem. Thfsj 
are worshipped as gods. They are frequently washed and perfumed, 
and sweetmeats are presented to them, and there are lighte pat up 
round them, and the people prostrate themselves before them ; and 
it is not uncommon to see a Brahmin or priest standing for six 
hours together, pouring water into the hole (which there is in the 
stone), in order to prevent the god becoming too hot. When th^ 
are taken down in the evening, tbey are each put into a soft bed, 
and muslin curtains are drawn around to prevent the musquitoes 
teazing them in the night. 





The ShBlgiunn. 

But the Hindoos consider aa deities, not only persons who have 
once lived, and who have been most conspicuous in their wicked- 
ness, and stones, such as that I have just referred to, and certain 
beasts, inclnding the cow, the dog, and the jackall, and certain birds, 
such as the eagle and the water wagtail, and certain trees, but some 
of their rivers also are represented as sacred — among them the 
Gang^ is worshipped under the designation of Gimga. — Many of 
the Hindoos are extremely anxious to die within sight of the 
Oai^es, conceiving that their sins will be washed away. Many are 
draped, boni their beds, in their last agonies, and laid down in its 
mua to die, and sometimes placed up to their middle in ^e water, 
and the mud stuffed into their mouths and their ears ; and if a 
missionary were to interfere, he would be told by the relations — 
" Oh, he is brought here to die, he cannot Uve now ;" and if the poor 
creature were to recover suflSeiently to return to his home, he would 
be refused admittance. Many drown tiiemselves in the rivers in the 
vain hope that they shall be happy after death, and many women, be- 
fore the birth of a child, have made a vow that they will present their 
first child to Ounga, and it has not been uncommon for the mother 
herself to cast the child into the river in performance of her vow ; 
means are now taken, so fbj as they can be, to prevent these murdera. 

I have just stated to you that tide Hindoos worship certain beasts, 
and the Brahminee Bull, one of the idol gods of India, is one. The 
Bull is as sacred among the Hindoos as the Brahmin. The streets 



8 abound with these animals, which are fed at the public 
expence — ^the Hindoo is struck with horror if you talk of eating their 
flesh, and if any one ill-treated them, he would be in danger of losing 
his life from the fuiy of the crowd. 




A conk shell is blown before the idols, at the time of eclipses — that 
is to say, a great many of them arc sounded together, to frighten 
away Titan, a sort of giant, who they imagine is dcTouring the sup 
or moon, in consequence of which it gives less light, and as the 
eclipse ceases they fency that thefr efibrts have frightened him away. 

Many mothers murder their little infents as soon as they are 
horn. Some murder only the girls, and save the boys. Many, as I 
have stated, are drowned in the Ganges. Others take their children 
to an island in the river Hoogley, which is infested with tigers, and 
leave them there to be devoured by the tigers ; and some are thrown 
to alligators and crocodiles ; and in these different ways many 
thousand children year after year are murdered. 

But this is not all. In case of the death of the father, the vricked 
prieBta in India have in many instances persuaded the mothers to be 
burnt with the dead bodies of their husbands, so that at the time 
when the mother's life was particularly valuable to the poor chil- 
dren, they have been deprived of her also ; and who, do you thmk, 
has apphed the torch to the funeral pile, and thus burned the living 
with the dead ? Why the eldest son, frequently quite a boy, has 




been persuaded that by so doing he phould merit heaven, and thus 
hia natural feeling and affection towards his mother nhom it waa 
bis du^ to comfort and protect ha\e been overcome But thetse 




men ha,ve in many places not only one wife, but many, and there are 
inBtancee in which twelve, eighteen, thirty, and even fifty, women 
have been burnt on the fungal pile with tbe dead body of their 
husband. In the case of Rnnjeet Sing, a few years ago, 394 of Ids 
wives and their attendants were thus sacrificed. In ^e case of in- 
ferior classes, weavers for instance, the wives have been buried alive. 

Some of the people are so superstitious that they inflict tortures ' 
upon tkemeelvea in order to obtain peace ; for, as I said before, it 
is a mistaie to suppose that they are happy in their delusions. — Oh 
no ; they have a sense of sin, and know that they are exposed to ' 
eternal wrath, and they adopt these means to pac% their consciences. 

Some swing with books in their backs ; others jump from a high 
stand on a frame fiill of iron spikes and thus wound themselves all 
over, and in many instances produce instant death ; others walk long 
distances on iron spikes, and others practise self-torture in other 
modes too numerous to be mentioned. 




The engraving on the next page represents an idol from 
another quarter of the globe. The Baptist Missionary Society has 
lately sent missionaries to the west coast of Africa. They have 
visited several countries, and have sent home a very distressing 
account of the wickedness and cruelly of the people. They 
represent, in some parts, that there is a disposer of good and of 
evJ ; and they talk of the great Dibile as living below the ground, 
but that he is aware of all which is passing here, and listens to 
their conversation; and they worship and pray as to the devil, 
praying him not to afflict and trouble them. They know 
nothing, alas! of aa immortal life and happiness, but they 



are condnoallT fearing 

some evil; and when a 

great man diee, they sa- 
crifice fifty, or even a 

hundred, of hia people, tc 

appease tiie evil apirita. 
We have very lately re- 
ceived from the Scottish 

miaaionaries in Old Cala 

bar a distressing account 

of the destruction of life 

which took place unme 

diatel^ on the death of the 

late king. On the aame 

n^ht above one hundred 

of hia subjects some of 

them his wives and others 

his officers, were put to 

death, to go and attend 

him in the unseen world 

these were knocked on 

the head immediately ou 

the king's death being an 

nouiiced,anditwaafeared ^ _ 

that a much larger num 

ber would be put to death *^'''™° ^'^ 

previous to hie fiiaeral, and that the bodies of some of his wives, and 
some twenty or thirty othera, would be thrown into the lai^ grave in 
which hewasburied, and that otherswouldbekllledon thedayof the 
coronation of the new king. In Ashantee, the number put to death on 
a like occasion appears to have been not less than 3000. Mr. Free- 
man, tbe Wesleyan missionary, informs us, that after a cuatom, as 
they call it, or a sacrifice of victims, it is impoaaible to walk through 
a place without aeeing parts of human bodies espoaed to the jackals 
or the vultures ; and when he was admitted to an audience with the 
king of Ashantee, he passed over a path which had been recendy 
turned up. He found afterwards that two women had been killed 
and buried under that path immediately before he came, in order to 
appease the felse gods, and prevent any injury to the king in con- 
sequence of his admitting a foreigner into his presence. All their 
religion, like that of other heathen nations, partakes of this cha- 
racter — ^not love, but fear. 
. The ibUowing ei^-aving is the representation of an idol brought 
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from New Zealand. It is one of the best looking 
idols from that country, I have ever seen ; many 
of them are veiy unsightly (very much like a piece 
of green stone). When that country was first 
visited by ships from this country, all the people 
were gross idolaters, and there was some fear that 
missionaries would not be safe among them, but 
notwithstandiug their quarrels amongst themselves, 
in which many lives have been tost, they have 
felt the missionaries to be their friend, and have 
protected them, and many through the divine 
blessing on missionary labours have been converted 
to God. Very soon after missionaries first visited 
that country, a chief, being very ill, the mis- 
sionary asked him, " Do you pray that you may 
get well;" to which he replied, "Oh, no! 
wc have no good god to whom we can speak; 
our gods make us sick and kill us, but give us 
nothing. Your's is a good God, who hears you 
when you pr^. Teach us to know him, for New 
Zealand people know nothing that is good." 

Mr. Mo&t, in his interesting publication, states, 
that the name by which Grod is known, indicates 
"the being who causes disease and death." Many 
of the Africans wear what are called " gregreea 
about their necks and their wrists, and scMnetlmes 
about the knee, as a charm agunst disease, apply- 
ing it, in many cases, where sickness is felt. 
Mr. Clarke and Dr. Princ« have sent home some 
which have been worn by natives, and given up 
bythem. For,blessedbeGod! thoi^h the ministry 
of our friends has been only a short time, it has 
been instrumental to the conversion of souls. 
There are some " asking the way to Zion, with 
their feces thitherward ;" and some who have east 
away theirfiilse confidences, and are constrained 
by the love of Christ to give up themselves to Him. 
We read in Scripture of idols of silver and 
gold : the engraving opposite represents an idol 
«-N^ of silver of the size of the drawing. It was found 
i\ lately in Jamaica; and on its being shewn to some 
of the old people, they remarked that it was like 
what some of the Africans used to wear suspended 
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by a small cord rotmd tbetr 
necks VFben imported as 
slaves. Through the bless- 
ing of God, on the exertionB 
of Mr. Wilberforce and 
others, the bringing in of 
slaves torn Afiica was put 
an end to forty years ago. 

I hope youwill be gratified 
by being told, that the idol 
of which you now have a 
representation, belonged to 
a king ; though once a hea- 
then king, he became a 
Christian, and when Mr. 
Bennet and Mr. Tyerman 
visited the missionary sta- 
tions in the South Seas, he 
gave it to them to bring 
home to this country ; and 
on the death of Mr. Bennet, 
I purchased it. It was no 
less than one of the family 
idols of Pomare, the king of 
Otaheite, where the French 
have of late made a great 
efForttointroducetheRomHn ,^n 
Catholic superstitions, but ^ 
in which I trust they will romare « laoi 

never be successful. 

The following is Guadama or Boodh ; he is worshipped by the people 
of Burmah, Siam, Thibet, Tartary, and several other countries, and by 
probably half the population of China, Cochin China, and Ceylon. This 
appears, therefore, to he the most prevalent form of idolatry in the 
world. It is stated to have been the ancient religion of India, 
end that the Brahminical superstitions were the invention of 
later times. It is indeed probable, that all the idolatrous systems 
of religion which have existed in the world, have had a common 
origin, and have been modified hy the various fitncies and cor- 
ruptions of different nations. In support of this Statement, I would 
mention, that in Burmah, the days of the week are called by the 
names of the planets ; the first day from the sun, the second from 
the moon, and so on, as we find them to have been among the 
Saxons, and also among the Bomans ; and a very learned man (Sir 




'William. Jonea), whs 
of opinion that Oua- 
dama was the Woden 
of the Goths. He is 
stated, however, bvhis 
'woishippers to haTe 
been die sod of a king 
of Benares, end to bare 
been bom about 600 
years before Cbrist. 
The sacred boolta as 
they are called, state 
that he had prcTiously 
lived in 400 millions 
of worlds, and passed 
through inniunerable 
conditions in each, a 
-norm, a fly, a fish, and 
so on ; that bis height 
was nine cubits, and 
that hia ears were so 
beautifully long as to 
hang upon his shoul- 
ders , that he became 
Boodh at thirty-five 
years of age, and at 
eighty entered into an- 
nihilation with 600 
pnests, and that there 
''™™' wiU be another Boodh 

in abottt seven or eight thousand years. 

It is remarkable, that amons all nations there ia a tradition 
that our race was originally pure and happy. In the case of the 
Boodhista, their sacred writings state, that the first of our race lived 
much longer than any live at present; in their extravagant and 
romancing way, they say that men lived as many years as tiiere would 
be drops of rain, if it continued to rain three years without 
intermission; but that in consequence of the falling off in virtue, 
life has been gradually contracted to eighty years. The fi-amers 
of this system appear to have taken as their basis, the philosophy 
of the ancient schools of Greece. It is not so gross and impure as 
the Brahminee system, which in consequence of the depravity of 
men's hearts, became prevalent in Hindostan ; and in consequence 
Qf whifh, the Boodhists were peisecuted and expelled that country. 
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Many of tlieir precepts are good, and the illugtrationa in some of 
their books ore such as we must approve, such for instance as 
this, " that he who runs into sinful enjoyments is like a butterfly, 
who flutters round a candle till he &11b in, and is consumed ;" but 
the principle of the whole is bad; it ia not founded on love to God, 
of whom alas ! its worshippers are utterly ignorant, or on love to 
man ; tbe whole proceeds ou personal merit, and one of the most 
meritorious deeds is stated to be the making an idol; but one 
etill more meritorious, the feeding of an bimgry in£rm tiger, with 
the person's own flesh ; and the object of the most earnest desire is 
annihilation. How wretched a system, destitute alike of adequate 
motives to goodness and to consolation. 

I have stated that probably half the population of China worship 

Guadama; the name they give to him in that country is Foe. Foeism 

however, is not the State religion ; the learned profess the system of 

Confiicius, who flourished about 560 years before the Christian era. 

His works re- 
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it is the same in China, and as an illustration of this, I would here 

S resent to you the Chinese Jupiter, or god of thunder, after whom 
le fifth day of their week also is called. The account given of 
him is this^^^'The beak of an eagle terminates his chin, emblematic 
of the devouring effects of thunder. The wings denote his amazing 
Telocity, and he grasps a thunderbolt in one hand and a truncheon in 
the other, for striking the kettle-drums with which he is enveloped." 

In Burmah, the white elephant also is worshipped ; it is kept in a 
large and beautiful building with gilded cornices and elegant 
fittings; his trappings of gold wiQi precious stones, and Ma 
attendants and guards amount to above a thousand persons. 

Oh, how must we pity poor people who are so ignorant as to 
worship for gods such things as I have been presenting to you ; and 
how shocking it is to find that cruelty and murder are constantly 
connected with idolatry. So it was in the time of the Old Testament, 
as I have shown you, and so it has been ever since, and is now in 
every part of the world in which idolatory prevails. 

Captain Wickes, who took out some of our missionaries some 
years ago, in visiting Sumatra, found a little boy in a coop, he 
supposed he was put there as a punishment, but he was told that 
he was fattening to be sacrificed. He bought him out of the coop, 
and took him to Calcutta to be educated. In Madagascar, little 
children are thrown into the cattle-yard; and the cattle driven over 
them to trample them to death. 

I was readmg an account lately written by a person who had 
been shipwrecked on the Tonga Islands [Mariner]. There the 
same practices prevail, and he refers particularly to two cases. In 
one instance, a chief having trespassed on a burial-place, the priest 
declared that to atone for so heinous an offence it was necessary a 
child should be sacrificed to appease the anger of the gods. The 
child, who was about two years old, was accordingly sought for. 
The mother heard of this ; she could not bear the thought of her 
child being put to death, and she hid him ; but he was found ; and 
the man who had found him, taking him up in his arms, he smiled 
with delight at being taken notice of. The poor woman wanted to 
follow to prevent, if possible, the horrid deed, but she was held back 
by those about her, till it was accomplished. A band was put round 
the child's neck ; and Mr. Mariner says, '' the child looking up in 
the face of the mm\ who was about to destroy it, displayed in its 
beautiful, countenance a smile of ineffable pleasure, such that its 
destroyer could not help exclaiming, ' poor little innocent ;' a man 
behind, at the same moment, took hold of the cord, and pulliug it, 
the child was strangled, even in the moment of its smile. The 
jQorpse wa3 then conveyed to the houses of different gods." The 
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other instance he refers to is very mucli of the same nature. 
The king being very ill, his eldest son and one of the chiefs went 
out to procure one of his children to be saorifieed to the gods, under 
the idea that their anger would thus be appeased, and the health of 
the father restored Finding the child sleeping on ite mother's lap, 
they took it away by force and strangled it and then carried it to 
two consecrated houses uttenog a hurried praver at each to that 
god to interfere with the other gods on behalf of the king, and to 
accept of this sacrifice as an atonement for his sins The &ther 
himself, also, was taken to the consecrated houses, but died before 
Ihey could complete the round 




Mr. Mariner adverts to a third instance, in which a mother was 
insane in consequence of her child being sacrificed to save its lather's 
life ; the king finding the poor woman to be troublesome, desired 
Mr. Mariner to shoot her ; but on his stating that it was contrary 
to the religion in which he had been hrought up, and to the law of 
his country, to destroy on innocent fellow-creature, he was excused, 
and another person was desired to shoot her; he immediately 
levelled his piece, and shot her dead on the spot- 

In China, the murder of in&nts prevails to a frightful extent. 
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It is believed, that in the city of Pekin, not less than 9,000 are put 
ito death, or left to perish every year. In some places poor babes 
are put into baskets and hung up in trees, where they are starved 
to death or devoured by birds of prey. Dr. Carey, once travelling 
with Mr. Thomas, saw a basket with the bones of an infant which 
had been exposed and destroyed by the ants. 

In the South Seas it appears tiiat, in some of the islands, more 
children have been destroyed than have been suffered to live. One 
mother confessed to the late Mr. Williams, the missionary, that she 
had killed sixteen of her own children ; and this she did in order to 
please the gods, and to obtain pardon of her sins. 

But I fear you will be ready to exclaim— If so large a proportion 
of the human race are involved in these evils, and if they are so great, 
what hope is there of a remedy ? What means is it in our power to 
use with any prospect of success ? Blessed be God we have the 
assurance in his sacred word that this state of things shall not 
always continue, but that a time shall come when the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord — ^when the Redeemer shall 
reign from the rising to the setting of the sun ; and we believe that 
no effort made in humble dependence on his blessing will be lost. — 
Missionary labours have been greatly blessed. — ^Look back to the 
time when our own country was Pagan. God, in his abundant mercy, 
caiised missionaries to be sent, and they brought with them the 
sacred scriptures, and though for a time they were in an imknown 
language, yet at length our ancestors were permitted to read in 
their own tongue the wonderful works of God. Many of them 
suffered persecution and death from those who desired to withhold 
the Bible from the people, but still the word was read, and God 
blessed it to the conversion of many souls, and at length Christians 
of different denominations have felt that the good news of salvation 
they have received, they ought to communicate to those who are 
perishing for lack of knowledge ; that it is their duty, in obedience 
to the Saviour's command, to go, or to support those who are ready to 
go forth to heathen lands to preach the gospel to every creature, and 
we rejoice to know that the efforts of each of the Societies, whatever 
their differences in some respects, have been blessed. Many bleed- 
ing hearts have been healed, many precious lives have been saved. 
Thousands and thousands have been turned from dumb idols to the 
living and true God, and are now enjoying that peace which the 
gospel alone can give, and thousands of children, many of whom, but 
for the conversion of their parents, would have been sacrified, are 
being instructed in the fear of the Lord. 

liCt me just ref(?r to an incident which occurred very early in 
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misBiontuy operations, which may illustrate what I am saying." 
There was a poor man who wae very unhappy on account of 
his sins : so unhappy that he was ready to undergo any sufibrings, 
in order to obtain pardon. The priest ordered mm to drive iron. 
spikes into his sandals, and on these to walk five hundred miles to a 
place which was considered holy. The poor man obeyed. After 
having proceeded a considerable way, wearied with fatigue and loss 
of blood, he rested under a tree, and while he was resting, Kfr. Swartz, 
a missionary, came and preached from these words— "The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." As the poor man listened, 
conviction reached his heart ; he saw that he had been deceived and 
deluded by his priest, and tlmt that was the only way of salvation, 
end be rose and threw off his sandals, and exclaimed, " This is what 
I have been so long seeking, this is what I want." And from that 
time he became a devoted Christian, and died in the enjoyment of 
a good hope. 




HujBUlee. 

In the East Indies, to which the Baptist Missionary Society ii 



mediately on its formatioD, in 1792, sent Missionaiiee, those irho 
were first sent have finished their work and entered on their reward ; 
but there are now forty-four actively engaged in preaching tlie 
gospel. The efforta of the Society have been blessed ; and there 
are now nearly one hundred stations at which the gospel is preached, 
and at many of which churchea have been formed, consisting at 
the present time of about 2,000 members ; and day schools have 
been established, now containing above 5,000 children. But in 
addition to the English Miasionaries, young natiTes, who have been 
converted when in the schools, have become assistant preachers and 
teachers ; and several, who have become pious in more advanced 
life, have become preachers to their countrymen, and there ore now 
one hundred and thirty-three natives laboring in the promotion of 
the Redeemer's cause. The likeness of one of them Sujatalee, who 
is an able and a useful preacher, yon will, no doubt, have pleasure 
in seeing. 

The translation of the Soriptnies has, from the first, engaged 
the attention of the _ __._-. __ .^^__ 

Society as one of -_ _-_^ ^ ^ ^ ^_-^^-- j^^^^^ 

the most important -~f^=i^%?'= 

means of good. Se- -j^^^g^ 

veral of Sieir mis- r " ""' 




for this work : 
the whole, or parts 
of the Bible, have ' 
been translated ii 
forty-four different [ 
languages j a print- 
ing office has been 
biult in Calcotta, and 
alai^ establishment 
formed, and between Mt.awoffl»rtcwcutt..^ 

seven and eight hundred thousand copies have been printed, besides 
an immense number of religious tracts, which have been circulated 
throughout the coimtry. 

But you probably wish to know a little more about the schools. 
One is an institutbn for the instruction of native converts, and the 
children of snch, with a view to preparing them for usefulness. 
Some of the youths have been baptized, and their conduct gives 
great satisfiiction to their teachers, who are employing them in 
various ways in carryii^ on the cause. I have in my possession a 
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yery good sermon written by one of these lads at the age of fourteen. 
It is by this Institution principally that those who are now assistant 
preachers and teachers have been fitted for their work. Some yoimg 
persons in boarding-schools and families have undertaken the sup- 
port of youths in this institution, where they are maintained and 
mstructed for five poimds a year. There are also other schools in 
which a large number are receiving instruction, and which might 
be considerably increased if there were fimds to support them, it 
being found yery desirable to board them, and thus withdraw them 
from the eyil example of their parents ; some, indeed, are orphans, 
or children who haye been deserted by their unfeeling parents, and 
who must be supported by the boimty of others, and it is delightful 
to see that some of the young people in our own country, who haye 
been well instructed, and who possess the Word of God and yalue it, 
feel an interest in giving these advantages to others, which they can do 
for four pounds for each girl. Until of late the instruction of girls in 
the lower ranks of life has been totally neglected. There was hardly 
a mother of a family to be found who could read, or even use the 
needle ; and, consequently, they and their children spent their time 
in idleness and mischief, and what little clothing tliey had was in 
rags. The missionaries, who have seen the evils resulting from this 
state of things, have established schools for girls. When girls* 
schools were first begun in India, the Brahmins opposed, saying 
that women had no souls, and the parents hardly knew what would 
come of it, but it was soon found liat the girls were quite as clever 
as the boys, and many have been thus instructed; and some of those 
who have been taught, have taught the grown-up women who were 
willing to learn ; in some instances their mothers and grandmothers ; 
and some who have lately married are now making their cottages 
comfortable to their husbands, and setting a good example to their 
children. One of the girls who has lately married has established a 
prayer-meeting in the village in which she lives, and she and her 
husband invite all their neighbours to attend it. 

I have stated that some of the children are orphans. In that 
country orphans are so niunerous, and their circumstances are so 
pitiable, that Mr. Beddy, one of the Missionaries has founded an 
institution expressly for them ; it is called " The Patna Okphan 
Refuge," it now contains forty, and would receive a much larger 
niunber, if its fimds were equal to their support. In a letter lately 
received, it is stated that a box of fancy articles had been received 
from the young ladies belonging to Salters* Hall Chapel and their 
friends, which had produced £50, and £25 from Miss Spurden, but 
that the amount received from this coimtry was not so large as in 
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former years. I caimot help tliiakmg that maay more of our young 
fiiends would unite in making up these boxea, if they were aware 
of the extent of the misery from which this institution was the 
means of saving these poor children. The history of one, an inter- 
esting httle girl, about five years old, is given in Mr. Beddy's letter ; 
her parents set out with her on a pilgrimage to the temple of Jug~ 
gemaut, a distance of 700 miles ; while there her mother died ; she 
returned with her &ther to the neighbourhood of Fatna, where , Btill 
250 miles short of his home, he died also, leaving her in a state of 
destitution by the road side. Well may Mr, £eddy exclaim, " Alas 
how many taousands, yea millions, has cruel idolatry robbed of 
fethers and mothers." This poor child was found bythe police, and 
by direction of the magistrate, sent to the Orphan Befiige, where 
be knew she would be received ; and thus she entered the walls of 
an asylum, whose object is to train young disciples for Jesus Christ, 
and through the divine blessing, some have been drawn to him. It 
appears that during the last year four have been baptized and joined 
the church, and that there are eight or ten who give hope that they 
are his disciples. 




s not only in this refiige, but in each of the schools we 
in to believe that chil£'en have been converted to God,' 
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fiOme are manifesting this in their conduct, and others have died 
affording the most satisfactory eyidence, that they were prepared for 
heaven. I can only refer to one or two cases ; one, who when in 
health, had been yery iiseM among her schoolfellows, and very 
earnest in intreating them to seek Jesus, saying, they would 
be happy if they did so as she was ; when she came to die, said to 
them '^ I am quite willing to die, my father has called me, and I am 
going to him ; I am quite happy, my hope is in Christ ;" and one of 
the youths whose deep piety while in health had endeared him to 
his teachers, left at his death some yery interesting meditations, 
sermons and hymns he had composed. He died in peace, saying to 
his teacher, " I shall meet you again in my Other's house above.*' 
Oh, how delightful it is to those who love the Saviour to be the means 
of bringing poor forlorn heathen children to him. 

But it is not only to the East Indies that the Baptist Missionary 
Society has sent missionaries ; above thirty years ago its missionaries 
went to Jamaica, to preach the glad tidings of salvation to the poor 
slaves, and they very soon began to love the missionaries, because 
they found they were their Mends, and sympathized with them in 
their oppressions; God blessed their labors, and thousands were 
converted, and their hard lot was softened by the consolation of 
religion. A good many chapels were built, some as large as any of 
purs in this country, and means were taken to instruct the children, 
but, alas ! they were set to work as soon as they were able to pick 
grass, or to do anything by which they could earn money for their 
owners, and most of them were left without instruction ; indeed in 
the time of slavery we uged to hear the masters say, that it would 
be of no use to try to teach them, for that the black people were 
very little better than brutes in imderstanding ; but their teachers 
have found that they were quite as sharp and ready to learn as 
white children. I do not think many of our Sunday scholars could 
have given better answers than a little black boy did to a gentleman 
who visited one of the schools. On being asked whether he could 

grove from the Bible, that the dead will rise from the grave, the 
ttle fellow said, " I can prove it Massa, for Jesus once said ' I am 
the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live,' and in another place, ' Because I live ye 
shall live also,*" and being asked whether he could prove it from 
the Old Testament, he replied *' Yes, for Job said, ' I know that my 
Bedeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth, and though after my death, worms destroy this body, yet in 
my flesh I shall see God;" and a Bible being put into his hand he 
immediately turned to the passages in the gospel by John, and the 




Boole of Job. Now, through the divine goodness, parents and Chil- 
ian are all free, and there 
are eighty stationa, at mostof 
which there are chapels sup- 
plied by thirty missionaries 
and their assiatanta ; 30,000 
members of churches, 3000 
day scholars, and 10,000 
Sunday scholars, ond many 
of the scholars and young 
people have been conTerted 
by the grace of God. 

Since that, the Society has 
sent Miasionaries to the B^ 
hama Islands, and there are 
now there nearly 3000 mem- 
bers of churches, 750 day 
BcholflTB, and above 1600 
Sunday scholars. 

Then, four years ago, a 
mission was begun in Trini- 
dad, where there are now 
nearly 100 members and 180 scholars; and still later in Hayti, 
where there is a. very pleasing prospect of success. 

Soon after the Christians in Jamaica becwne free, they ur^ 
upon the Society the sending a Mission to their father-land, Africa, 
the country from which they or their fathers had been brought as 
slaves. The Committee felt that they could not resist this applica- 
tion, and they sent two highly-esteemed friends to Fernando Po, 
aitd they have since sent others to ibrm stations on the mainland 
aa well as the island. The climate is extremely unhealthy, and 
several of the Missionaries have died. There is <m the island a 
church consisting of 100 members, and there are 250 Sunday 
scholars. On the mainland, that land of superstition and cruelty of 
which I have said so much, several houses have been erected, and 
they are about to build a chapel. Schools have been commenced, 
and Mr. Merrick has begun translating the New Testament into the 
language of the country, and in order to enable the missionaries to 
communicate between the island and the mainland, and between 
station and station, they have been provided with a smart little 
vessel named " The Dove." The annual expense connected with 
her is about £500, which has been borne in a great degree by our 
young friends. 




The Society U also aidins' in the epreod of the gospel m Canada, 
and in maintaininff a CoU^e at Montreal for students for the 
minietry, who will find ample employment in that immense country, 
the population of which is so scattered that it is feared that many 
who have gone out to settle there have passed, year after year, 
without the opportunity of bearing a gospel sennon In theii neigh- 
bonrhood. There are schools also which only require pecuniary 
assistance to be very considerably multiplied and enUi^ed. 

In addition to this the Society has missionaries at Morlaix in 
Brittany, where a chapel has been built, preaching and translating 
the Scriptures into ^e language of that country, which is very 
similar to the Welsh, the inhabitants being descended from those 
who £ed from this country in consequence of the persecutions of 
the Pagan Saxons thirteen or fourteen hundred years ago. 

Bnt let no one suppose that the Baptists are the only pereons 
engaged in sending missionaries. Oh, no 1 we rejoice in Qte &ct 
that all the other denomiuations, those belonging to the Chiuch of 
England, and the Independents, and the Wesleyans, and the Church 
of Scotland, and the Free Church of Scotland, and the Moravians, 
and the good people of different denominations in America, have all 
Uissionary Societies and missionaries in various parts of the world. 
CAiristiana have no jealousy on this point, each body rejoices in the 
success of all the rest — ^the field is the world, and ^e laborers, 
including those of all the Societies, are few when compared with the 
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work which muat be done before the light of the goepel ahinea oa 
every hind, and every bf^ is filled witE love to OuiBi It would 
take me all day if I weie to tell you all that has been done within 
the last fidly years. I must content myself for the present with 
telling you that in parts of the world where the name of Ood had 
nev^ been known, where the people were cruel idolaters, and some 
of them cannibals, there are now large chapels erected, and large 
congregationa assembled every Sabbath, and many of those who 
once were idolaters have become preachers to their countrymen or 
missionaries to other lands, la India, in China, in the South Seas, 
in Africa, and in the West Indies, the work is going on in places 
too numerous for me to mention, and thousands are year by year 
added to the Christian Church. The London Missionary Society has 




i it necessary to employ a ship which they have named " Tbk 
John Williams " after their late excellent Missionary, to convey 
the missionaries to their destination, to visit them from time to time, 
and to bring home the palm oil and arrow root, and other articles 
which the people contribute towards the expenses of the Missionary 
Society: and the Wesleyan Missionary Society also has a ship 
which they have named after that devoted man the Rev. John 
Wesley, who travelled from place to place, carrying the gospel to 
those who were perishing. Both these vessels have been purchased 
by the dear children, and I believe they intend to p^ all the ex- 
penses of their sailing about, so that the funds of the Societies may 



be employed in sending out the miaaionaiies and supporting tiiem, 
and Bupplying them witii Bibles and school books and so on. 
In all the conutriee to which misslonaiies have been sent schools 




have been established, and thousands of children have been in 
etructed in the fear of the Lord ; and wherever schools have been 
established the Divine blessing has rested on the labors of their 
teachers. Maty of the dear cMldren have in early Ufe given their 
hearts to the ^viour. Some have died happy in the prospect of 
soon being with him, and many who arc now living are active in 
promoting his cause. 

In the little books, which I hope most of you see, there are a 
great many interesting accounts of the progress of the children, and 
the good use they have made of the instructions they have received. 
Fer&ps you will be disappointed if I do not just give you three or 
four of those delightful Kttlc histories. 

A missionary among the North American Indians tells us of a 
little girl only seven ^ears old, who told tiiose around her of the 
excellency there was m Jesus Ghiist, saying, that she wondered 
that so many should choose to be travelling to that dreadliil plaoe, 
hell, while Jesus Christ, so kind and so benevolent as he was, was 
calling upon them to come to Him. " Come," said she ; " do come 
to my Saviour. There is Toom enough in heaven for you all to be 
happy there," 

In South Africa a little Namagua girl about eight years old was 
found with her book in her hand instmctiog another girl of fourteen. 
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The missionary says, *^ When I asked her whether she loved th^ 
Saviour, she answered ' Oh yes, I do ; and I desire to love him 
more/ " " I enquired," he says, " why she loved him since she had 
never seen him. She answered, * He loved me first, and died for 
me on the cross that I might live.' When I asked her whether 
Jesus Christ loved little children she could answer no more, her 
heart was so Ml, and tears of gratitude were her only reply." 

Mr. Bead states : " In one of my missionary excursions I per- 
ceived a little girl five years old constantly going secretly to the 
bush. On my asking her for what she went she said, ' I go to 
pray. Sir.' * To whom do you pray ?' 'To Jesus Christ.' 
' What do you ask Him for ? ' * I ask for grace.' " 

To another child of the same age he said, '* I hear you often 
pray, what do you pray for ? " * Oh ! ' said she, * I say Lord 
Jesus, here is a poor sinM child, forgive me all my sins, and be 
gracious to me, and give me a new heart. Grant me thy Holy 
Spirit.' " 

Who can read without being deeply affected, the account of an 
A&ican girl, who had been taken prisoner and brought several 
hundred miles from her native country. By the good providence 
of God, she was at last brought to a missionary station, and there 
she heard of the love of Jesus Christ, and rejoiced in him as her 
Saviour. One day the missionary found her overwhelmed with 
grief, and on his enquiring the cause, she broke out, " Oh my poor 
mother ! she will never hear of Jesus Christ — ^there are no mission- 
aries in my coimtry. Oh, that I could find my way back to her to 
tell her of his love to sinners !" This was of course impossible, for 
she did not know where her country was ; but she became earnest 
and persevering in her prayers that God would send missionaries to 
her country, and that her mother might be saved. 

There was a little girl in the West Indies, Betsey Cameron, whose 
mind seemed to be very femiliar with heavenly things. When she 
was very ill, she bade her teacher who was at her bedside, " good 
bye;" on which her teacher asked her, '-'where are you going, 
Betsey?" She answered, " I am going home." " What home do 
you mean?" " I am going to heaven." "But do not you feel 
unworthy to go to such a place ?" " Yes," she replied ; " I know 
I am a sinner, but Jesus Christ has pardoned all my sins." 

Perhaps you have seen in one of the little interesting missionary 
tracts, a picture of Sarah Roby. She was bom in South Africa, 
and having been instructed in one of the schools, and having become 
a very pious, good girl, she was sent to this coimtry to learn to be a 
schoolmistress, and now she has gone back to teach a school. You 
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^VH thixik how oould all this be, when I tell you that when she 
was an infant she was buried alive by her cruel mother in order to 
get rid of the trouble of nursing her, but God in his providene.e so 
ordered things, that soon after she was buried a woman passed that 
way, and she thought she heard a feeble cry, and she told the 
missionary. He searched about and found the earth soft in one 
place, and taking it up he foimd that a stone which the mother had 
laid over the hole to make death sure, had kept the earth from 
fidling on the child's face, and left a little open space, in consequence 
of which the child was still breathing, and the missionary took her 
to his home and brought her up. 

Mr. Williams gives a very affecting account in his Narrative, of 
the progress of the gospel among the young in the South Sea 
Islands. He was present at the examination of a school consisting 
of six hundred children, and he was delighted at witnessing the 
interest which the parents felt in the answers given by their children. 
This was an island in which but a few years ago the greater 
number of the children had been put to death; and it was very 
affecting to hear the aged chief with tears in his eyes, exclaim, " Oh 
that I had known that the gospel was coming — Oh that I had known 
that these blessings were in store for us, for then I should have 
saved my children, and they would have been among this happy 
group ; but alas ! I destroyed them aU ; I have not one left 
although I have been the father of nineteen." After this he sat 
down, and, in a flood of tears, gave vent to his agonized feelings. 

How great, my dear children, are your obligations to God, that 
he has given you his holy word, that you have been bom in a land 
in which you have the Bible in your own language, and that you 
have not only been taught those things which will be useful to you 
in life, but that you have been directed to Jesus Christ as the 
Saviour of sinners. But allow me to ask and to request that each of 
you will sincerely ask yourselves, what has been the effect of this 
upon your minds. Have you sought an interest in Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour ? Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ ? If not, you 
are only heathens in a land called Christian, and it will be awful 
indeed, if, after God has given you such privileges, you should die in 
your sins; if, while the children of the heathen, who have had so few 
advantages in comparison to yours, enter the kingdom of heaven, 
you should be cast out and sent to dwell with devils and condemned 
spirits. Oh, seek the Saviour at once— do not let a day pass over 
without coming to him, and entreating him to take possession of 
your hearts ; and then, when you love him yourselves, you will feel 
a greater interest in sending the gospel to the poor heathen children, 
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and being thns iJie means, under the Divine blessing, of delirerin^ 
them from all those eyils under which so many millions now labor. I 
indulge the hope that Ood may incline the hearts of some of you here- 
after to become missionaries, and that you may bevery useml, if you 
are spared to rise up in life ; but in order to judge whether there is 
reason to hope this may be so, I should like to Know that you are 
making yourselyes very usefrd now ; that you are, while yoimg, 
home missionaries — that you are endeavoring to do good to tSl^ 
around you; and there is not any child, however poor he may be, who 
cannot do something which would be pleasing to God and use^ to 
others ; — ^there is not any one of us to whom our Lord has not com- 
mitted at least one talent, to be used for him, and though the talent 
committed to a child is small, yet, if he loves the Saviour, he vnll 
find some way in which he may improve it for him. 

There was a Missionary meeting not a great while ago at Paris ; 
a little boy who was present, was very deeply affected vHith the 
accoimts he heard of the state of the poor heathen children. His 
mother was a poor widow, and he was her great comfort ; she felt 
the value of the Bible, and so did he also ; and he used to employ 
his leisure time in reading the Scriptures by her bed-side. The 
next morning after this missionary meeting, he collected together 
all the little money he possessed, only thirty-six sous, and took it to 
the minister, saying, " I hope, sir, the people will be soon converted 
to Ood.'' The minister told him there was a great deal to do, and 
he feared it would be a good while before it was done. He said, 
" I hope, sir, it will be before I am of age." The minister expressed 
his fear that it would not, " Well, sir," said he, " I prayed to God 
when I went home fit>m the Missionary Meeting last night, that if 
it was not done before I grew up, He would make me a Missionary, 
and permit me to be useftd in the work." God grant that this may 
be the wish of many who are hearing me, that He may implant this 
desire in many hearts, and that some who are now youths, may 
hereafter be honored instruments in the hands of God, in the con- 
version of the heathen. 



H. Tmp« Ic Son. Pitamtf Toirsr-hin. 



